INVESTIGATIVE REPORT: 

This report pertains to an investigation of 
the identification of the burial location of a 
member of the Commonwealth Forces, 
during the Great War 1914-1921. 


SUBMITTED TO: 

CWGC Commemorations Section 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

2 Marlow Road 

Maidenhead, Berkshire 

SL6 7DX United Kingdom 

Email: commemorations@cwqc.org 


Report Date: 31 March 2018 

Reason for Submission: (“X” means purpose of the report) 


Casualty Identification: 

Burial Information: 


Confirmed Identity 

X 

Burial Location Identified 

X 

Most Probable Identity 


Grave Stone Correction 


Questionable Identity 


Grave Records Correction 

X 

Incorrect Identity 


Request for CWGC Details 


Other 


Other 



Supporting Documents: (# refers to attachment number; “I” information provided) 


Casualty Identification: 


Burial Information: 


Harris, Arthur Lea 

i 

Aeroplane Cemetery 

link 

1 st /4 tn Bn. Loyal North 

i 

West-Vlaanderen 

i 

Lancashire Regiment 


Belgium 


Captain 

i 

Plot 6 Row E Grave 4 

i 

Death: 31 July 1917 

link 

Burial: 27 March 1925 

i 

Graves Registration Report 

1 

War Diary Extracts 

7a-i 

Concentration of Grave 

2 

Battalion War History 

8 

Exhumation Report 


Grave Stone Photograph 


Headstone Register 

3 

Grave Stone Inscription 


Area Map(s) 

4 

Memorial Inscription/Photo 


Trench Map(s) 

5 

Reporting and Review 

9 

Possible Candidates List 

6 

Other 



Summary of Findings: 

The Graves Registration Report form for Plot 6 Row E Grave 4 lists an Unknown British 
Officer “Captain” of the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment. The Concentration of Graves 
shows the remains were exhumed at 28.D.13.a.2. 4 , approximately 1,000 yards 
southeast of St. Julien, Belgium, just south of the Langemark - Zonnebeke road. 

A review of all of the details of the five (5) missing Captains of the regiment clearly 
indicates that these are the remains of Captain Arthur Lea Harris of the 1 st /4 th Battalion 
of the Loyal Lancashire Regiment. He was killed in the immediate area during a major 
attack through that location on 31 July 1917. _ 
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Details of Findings: 

The findings are conclusive that the remains in Plot 6 Row E Grave 4 are those of 
Captain Arthur Lea Harris, l st /4 th Bn., The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment. The 
findings are based on the following: 

1. The “Graves Registration Report Form ” for the Aeroplane Cemetery indicates 
that an Unknown British Officer “Captain” of the Loyal North Lancashire 
Regiment is buried in Plot 6 Row E Grave 4 ( Attachment #1) . There is no date of 
death and no indication of the battalion, thus all missing Captains of the regiment 
became candidates and were investigated. 

2. The “Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials) Burial Return” notes 
that the remains were recovered from the area identified by the trench map 
coordinate 28.D.13.a.2.4 ( Attachment #2) . The report states that the Captain of 
the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment was identified by Officer’s clothing, Badge 
of Rank and Regimental Badges. 

3. The Headstone Register provides confirmation that the Captain was not identified 
at the time of his burial ( Attachment #3) . A check of the current listings for the 
cemetery provides confirmation that there are no identified Captains of the Loyal 
North Lancashire Regiment buried in the cemetery. 

4. The general area where the remains were recovered is marked on the 1:40,000 
trench map from the McMaster Collection ( Attachment #4) . The map is also 
marked to show the advance of the 1 st /4 th Battalion of the Loyal North Lancashire 
Regiment through the area on 31 July 1917. This is the only time that a Captain 
of the regiment is reported missing in that specific area. 

5. A more detailed 1 :/10,000 trench map is provided to show the exact location 
where the remains were recovered, as extracted from the War Diary of the 1 st /4 th 
Battalion of the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment for July 1917 ( Attachment #5) . 
This map has been “marked” to show the green crosshairs at the location of the 
remains as well as the “enemy strong points” and the “origin of the 
counterattack”, for reference to the text of the war diary. The battle lines (blue, 
black, green and black dotted) were already marked on the trench map. 

6. A review of the records of the CWGC showed that there were sixteen (16) 
Captains of the regiment killed in Belgium in the Great War. Of these only five (5) 
Captains were not identified, four (4) on the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial and 
one (1) on the Tyne Cot Memorial ( Attachment #6) . 

• Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial 

i. Captain Herbert Frank Brownlow , 

1 st Battalion, 2 November 1914 

ii. Captain Alick Lancelot Prince , 

1 st Battalion, 8 November 1914 
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iii. Captain Arthur Lea Harris, 

1 st /4 th Battalion, 31 July 1917 

iv. Captain Edward Unsworth Green , 

9 th (Service) Battalion, 10 August 1917 

• Tyne Cot Memorial 

i. Captain Alan Brodie Hoare 

5 th Battalion, 26 October 1917 

7. The War Diaries of The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment were reviewed to 
determine the location of each of the five (5) unknown Captains {Attachment #7) 
at the time of their death. 

We have categorized these as four (4) “Excluded Candidates" where none of 
these Captains were in the area where the remains were recovered 
(28.D.13.a.2.4), and the one (1) “Preferred Candidate ” who was in the immediate 
vicinity of where the remains were recovered. 

Excluded Candidates: 

RYLEY, HERBERT FRANK BROWNLOW 02-11-14 1st Bn.. 2 nd Brigade, 1 st Division 

• Captain Ryley is reported wounded or missing on 2 November 1914 near the woods at 
Hooge (Attachments 7a, 7b) . 

• That information places Captain Ryley in the vicinity of 28.1.18.b, approximately 5,000 
yards southwest of where the remains were located. 

PRINCE. ALICK LANCELOT 08-11-14 1st Bn.. 2 nd Brigade, 1 st Division 

• Captain Prince is reported killed in action on 8 November 1914 in trenches west of 
Veldhoek (Attachments 7c, 7gQ. 

• That information places Captain Prince in the vicinity of 28.J.15.C, approximately 5,500 
yards to the southeast of where the remains were located. 

• The sketch of the area provided in the War Diary, although not labelled, shows them to 
be at Inverness Copse 28.J.14.c,d with reference to the Herenthage Chateau 28.J.20.b. 

GREEN. EDWARD UNSWORTH 10-08-17 9 th (Service) Bn. 74 th Brigade, 25 th Division 

• Captain Green is reported killed during the battalion attack on Westhoek Ridge 
(.Attachment 7e) 

• That information places Captain Green in the vicinity of Westhoek 28.J.7.d.8.3, 
approximately 4,000 yards southwest of where the remains were located. 

HOARE. ALAN BRODIE 26-10-17 "A" Cov. 2 nd /5th Bn. 164 th Brigade, 55 th Division 

• Captain Alan Brodie Hoare is reported killed during an attack from the line northeast of 
Poelcappelle, during which all of the officers became casualties (Attachment ZD 

• This information places Captain Hoare in the vicinity of Poelcappelle 20.V.20.a 
approximately 3,500 yards northwest of where the remains were located. 
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Preferred Candidate: 

HARRIS, ARTHUR LEA 31-07-17 1st/4th Bn. 164 th Brigade, 55 th Division 

• Capt. Harris was leading a company ordered to capture trenches and buildings to the 
south west side of the Zonnebeke/Winnipeg Road and north of Kansas Cross. 
(Attachments 7g, 7h, 7i) 

• This information places Captain Harris just northwest of Zonnebeke 28.D.13.a/b, within a 
25 yard radius of where the remains were recovered. 

• War Diary material states that casualties became heavy, especially in the ranks of 
officers, after the attackers passed through the Black Line. 

The details of the war diary of the 1 st /4 th Battalion, where Captain Harris 
commanded “A” Coy, clearly places him in the immediate area of where the 
remains were recovered. Marked up extracts of the important pages are included 
in this report: (see also war diary trench map in Attachment #5) 

• On 31 July 1917a major attack was to take place from the trenches to the 
east and northeast of Ypres ( Attachment #7g) . The attack was to 
commence from a location identified as Congreve Walk (see added red 
note and map coordinates). 

• The regiment moved through the Blue Line to the Black Line and during 
the advance thereafter the casualties were reported heavy in the officers 
( Attachment 7h) . 

• One of the officers killed in that attack was Captain A. L. Harris 

( Attachment 7i) . He was the only Captain killed in the attack. His remains 
were not recovered from the battlefield at that time. 

8. Additional evidence pertaining to the location of where Captain Harris was killed 
is provided in the War History of the l st /4 th Battalion, The Loyal North Lancashire 
Regiment 1914-1918 ( Attachment #8) . On page 71 of that narrative history, it is 
reported that Captain Harris was shot by a sniper soon after crossing the black 
line. That is the precise location where the remains of the Unknown Captain were 
located, as marked on the war diary map in Attachment #5. 
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Action Required: 

The “Investigative Report” has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and 
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the 
commemoration details {Attachment #8). 

The research has clearly shown that of the five (5) Captains of the Loyal North 
Lancashire Regiment that are missing in action in Belgium, at any time during the Great 
War, only Captain Arthur Lea Harris was in the precise area where the remains were 
recovered. 

The records and headstone should be amended to show that the remains in Plot 6 Row 
E Grave 4 at Aeroplane Cemetery are those of Captain Arthur Lea Harris. 
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ATTACHMENT #1 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Graves Registration Report Form. 
http://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc1808230.JPG 
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ATTACHMENT #2 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials) Burial 
Return, http://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc2150381 .JPG 
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ATTACHMENT #3 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Comprehensive Report (A) of Headstone Inscriptions. 
http://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc1840400.JPG 
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ATTACHMENT #4 


Lloyd Reeds Map Collection of McMaster University, Hamilton Ontario Canada. Ypres Map 
311WW1MAP. http://diqitalarchive.mcmaster.ca/islandora/obiect/macrepo%3A4193/-/collection 
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ATTACHMENT #5 


Trench Map from the July 1917 War Diary of the 1 st /4 ,h Bn. Loyal North Lancashire Regiment 
UK, WWI War Diaries (France, Belgium and Germany), 1914-1920 Loyal North Lancashire Regiment 
55th Division Piece 2924/1: 1/4 Battalion Loyal North Lancashire Regiment ( page 278 of 673) . 
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ATTACHMENT #6 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Casualty Record: Commonwealth Forces. 
https://www.cwgc.org/find/find-war-dead ( Direct Search Link) 


surname 

forename 

death 

unit 

Memorial 

RYLEY 

HERBERT FRANK 
BROWNLOW 

02-11-14 

1st Bn. 

YPRES (MENIN GATE) 
MEMORIAL 

PRINCE 

ALICK LANCELOT 

08-11-14 

1st Bn. 

YPRES (MENIN GATE) 
MEMORIAL 

HARRIS 

ARTHUR LEA 

31-07-17 

4th Bn. 

YPRES (MENIN GATE) 
MEMORIAL 

GREEN 

EDWARD UNSWORTH 

10-08-17 

9th Bn. 

YPRES (MENIN GATE) 
MEMORIAL 

HOARE 

ALAN BRODIE 

26-10-17 

"A" Coy. 5th Bn. 

TYNE COT MEMORIAL 
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ATTACHMENT #7a 


Extracts of the War Diary for 2 November 1914. UK, WWI War Diaries (France, Belgium and Germany), 
1914-1920: Loyal North Lancashire Regiment 1st Division, 2 nd Infantry Brigade, 1 st Battalion Piece 
1270/1-4. Ancestry.co.uk (starting page 94 of 504) . 
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ATTACHMENT #7b 

Extracts of the War Diary for 2 November 1914. UK, WWI War Diaries (France, Belgium and Germany), 
1914-1920: Loyal North Lancashire Regiment 1st Division, 2 nd Infantry Brigade, 1 st Battalion Piece 
1270/1-4. Ancestry.co.uk (starting page 94 of 504) . 


i Jji'tA-i irC-Tt&rjn c* ih-n-J 

3 i ) d- u> e Tf c *t-&Lkd cihc's 'C, < tJ ^ t 


;' r uh c r* 4 Wi ft.hi- 
fi A*,* ^ / J 

AlM r*\* T;.)£-h.-c At jL 


[fM< /'} ■ A n. > '/.V 


y 'H 


I ’*• {y(> \ 4 Ml-A ? tM'hfdr f, 

* 1 1 1 ■' / / 1 / V .. 7 ./ 

A jt/ Av/y , , */> 1 / ~- 4 / 

***'- ? ; * ***•■*-** ftO^t 


C ; 


|r'Ve-e Jh,--. 6 

]fh 

faU, 


rf 


«e- .4 li 


Ji 

| f * 


I 


i-£ 4f. / V if Ay -jJLf.1. ./ 


ft It i'l ■ '< ■ fit*} I/'' 

', ^ 


* f w» 

/'A 

iKa 6A' / 

fi/f c*\ >Q- 7 

j 

. 

r/" f /’ j 




-,d m?! 


J*fi /Jf .jft / J 

jr' 

rf ftUeLc.4- 

> 

')'"h d />h\ ■ 

v 

/r 1 

QbrJ L J 

7 AJ L'-t 

vv» 

7 ...: - J_:t: 


-ft / ; , 


/ At, 


j JuZjx- ( &OuX I f 4. frhh C$LCL-r"tj/L Xkyr 

■ rtU&tX'l Xj-e eft ■tfaCM.tO £ fret-f y 

'(■ ?■-. Ml (o fe o-Lft f ( r- / 

K.o. o( rrtlc *~o rdt or. d-r &n ct f r M A • Mil & 


rjfrfjif Pcy. * r '/%£. ^ rf/^ N^c^r^ d 

-4 *V Afc M ~~~ - ' ~ /y r/t 

&ti 

r 




a A / / * f* a/ 

- ^ A y/ v. f ' *’ <z ^ 

|K A hr ^ d/ r 'httfts'i. r-c ef } Let n. t f'-CJj C 

| ZSZjcfj fu-< {.f / 'U c <jj />'.(Xd;c (r, ,^v. ttLjr 1 ** 


I At.) f-j Lj'df/* • r " * / A’' ■-■■< cjrij t td- ■rYA-.eJ? 0>/ 

V a t-x - ^ ^ t piltfnJ A £*a - ffiOlu-de-K 

i ( A v iiajl.*. /• ?^'tt'{jyfas‘) (0h^ \ 


Yll- *' r ' f 


Captain Arthur Lea Harris 


Page 13 


Aeroplane Cemetery 6.E.4 





ATTACHMENT #7c 


Extracts of the War Diary for 2 November 1914. UK, WWI War Diaries (France, Belgium and Germany), 
1914-1920: Loyal North Lancashire Regiment 1st Division, 2 nd Infantry Brigade, 1 st Battalion Piece 
1270/1-4. Ancestry.co.uk (starting page 100 of 504). 
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ATTACHMENT #76 


Extracts of the War Diary for 2 November 1914. UK, WWI War Diaries (France, Belgium and Germany), 
1914-1920: Loyal North Lancashire Regiment 1st Division, 2 nd Infantry Brigade, 1 st Battalion Piece 
1270/1-4. Ancestry.co.uk (starting page 100 of 504). 
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Attachment #7e 


Extracts of the War Diary for 10 August 1917. UK, WWI War Diaries (France, Belgium and Germany), 
1914-1920: Loyal North Lancashire Regiment 25th Division, 74 th Brigade Piece 2246: 9 th (Service) 
Battalion. Ancestry.co.uk (Page 78 of 568) 
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Attachment #7f 


Extracts of the War Diary for 26 October 1917. UK, WWI War Diaries (France, Belgium and Germany), 
1914-1920: Loyal North Lancashire Regiment 57th Division, 74 th Brigade Piece 2979/3: 2 nd /5th Battalion. 
Ancestry.co.uk (Page 30 of 38) 
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ATTACHMENT #7q 

Extracts of the War Diary for 31 July 1917. UK, WWI War Diaries (France, Belgium and Germany), 1914- 
1920: Loyal North Lancashire Regiment 55th Division Piece 2924/1: 1/4 Battalion Loyal North Lancashire 
Regiment. Ancestry.co.uk (starting page 250 of 637) . 



Captain Arthur Lea Harris 


Page 18 


Aeroplane Cemetery 6.E.4 


































































ATTACHMENT #7h 


Extracts of the War Diary for 31 July 1917. UK, WWI War Diaries (France, Belgium and Germany), 1914- 
1920: Loyal North Lancashire Regiment 55th Division Piece 2924/1: 1/4 Battalion Loyal North Lancashire 
Regiment. Ancestry.co.uk (starting page 250 of 637) . 
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ATTACHMENT #7i 


Extracts of the War Diary for 31 July 1917. UK, WWI War Diaries (France, Belgium and Germany), 1914- 
1920: Loyal North Lancashire Regiment 55th Division Piece 2924/1: 1/4 Battalion Loyal North Lancashire 
Regiment. Ancestry.co.uk (starting page 250 of 637) . 
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ATTACHMENT #8 


The War History of the l st /4 th Battalion the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment 1914-1918 
https://ia802607.us.archive.Org/2/items/warhistorvoflst400grea/warhistoryoflst400grea.pdf 

Page 71 

The above account may now be amplified and illuminated by a short summary 
of the adventures of each Company and Platoon—taken from the original 
narratives of the Battalion, which, written in most cases from the account 
of surviving private soldiers, arc now in the custody of Colonel C. F, Coop, D.S.O., 
at Liverpool. 

A Company lost its Commander, Captain Harris, soonafterpassingtheBlack 
Lm^^i^^a^jhoMj^^^nijie^^ C.S.M. Dudley was later on wounded and taken 
prisoner ; No. I Platoon had its Commander (Sergeant Entwistle) and the Lewis 
Gun Corporal wounded when leaving CONGREVE WALK It came under machine 
gun fire just before reaching the BLACK LINE, and by the time it reached 
KANSAS CROSS only eleven were left. 
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ATTACHMENT #9 


This “Reporting and RevieW’ attachment is provided to assist all parties in the submission of an 
investigative report related to the identification of the burial location, or headstone markings, of a 
member of the Commonwealth Forces during the Great War 1914-1921 .The Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission (CWGC) receives a copy of this report in the event they wish to make 
changes to the commemoration details. In order to alter the records, the CWGC has set out 
their criteria for the procedure and submission of cases for review, as detailed below. The 
CWGC is under no obligation to make changes based on a report. 

This process differs from cases related to members of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) 
as these do not go first to the CWGC Canadian Agency in Ottawa. We have modified the 
requirement information noted below to include CWGC criteria from their source material: 


Guideline Criteria for Submission: 


Evidence and Source Material: 


Cases need to present clear and 
convincing evidence to prove the identity 
of a casualty and must not be based on 
assumption or speculation. The 
Commission's Commemoration Team will 
also consider whether the findings of a 
better informed contemporary 
investigation are being revisited and if 
there is any new evidence to consider. By 
way of example, it is unlikely that the 
Commission would support a revision of 
the arrangements for the commemoration 
where it is apparent that no new evidence 
is being presented and, a better informed 
previous decision is being revisited some 
100 years later. 


Un-cited resources cannot be accepted as official 
evidence. Research conducted on the internet will 
only be accepted if supplied by a recognised 
authority such as the CWGC, National Archives 
etc. Any primary (contemporary) sources e.g. the 
National Archives, CWGC, and Genealogical 
website original documentation etc. must be 
copied and submitted with the case. The relevant 
pages of any secondary material e.g. published 
reference books and articles; website material etc. 
should also be copied and submitted. All sources 
must be correctly referenced as footnotes 
throughout the submission as well as cited in a 
complete bibliography of consulted sources 
Referencing is essential to any historical research 
and should contain some uniform elements. 


The following have participated in the preparation, review and submission of this report on a 
voluntary basis. Those noted below have read the investigative report and compared it to the 
criteria set out by the CWGC, as a guiding principle, and have agreed to have their name 
included as part of the review team. The CWGC may contact any of the reviewers at the e-mail 
address provided below. 


Name 

Affiliation 

E-mail 

Contribution 

Richard Laughton 
Canada 

Private Researcher 

LMC Great War Research Company 

rlauahton(a)lauahton.ca 

Investigator & 
Report Author 

GWF Contributors 

Private Researchers 

Great War Forum 

Forum Link 

Investigators 

Timothy McTague 

Private Researcher 

Rhode Island USA 

timmct(a)verizon.net 

Report 

Reviewer 
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